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Dec 29, 2015
Members of the Selection Committee,
I am writing this letter to strongly support Nick Pagee’s application to the Interaction
Design Master’s Programme at Malmö University. I am a faculty member and current
Director of the New Media programme at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada.
I have known Nick for five years; I taught him as an Undergraduate, presented works in
his curated shows, hired him as a supporting artist and producer of my own work and
having co-lead an international collaboration involving multiple institutions in the
research, development and production of a celebrated public art work.
As a student Nick thrived in our rigorous, studio-driven environment where hands-on
design challenges and final thesis project are the key determinants of success. In
individual critiques Nick stood out immediately as a deeply committed student who
initiated projects with considered concepts, a rich sense of user experience and deeply
human connection. The excellence Nick brings to his work positioned him immediately
as a student leader; valued by other top-of-class members for his creative vision,
technical abilities and for seeing the merits of diverse perspectives. Through his work
Nick fluidly integrates technical and material project demands including the application
of creative code, physical computing and critically-minded interaction design solutions.
As a graduate, Nick has brought acclaim to our University on several occasions. After
completing his degree with Honours Nick won a national competition for Digital Media
Graduate of the Year. He has developed a speaker series of guest lectures and public
events by international artists for our students. Most notably he co-commissioned our
program, the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) and American artist Micah
Elizabeth Scott to produce a large-scale interactive light-work for the digiPlaySpace
festival (2015) at the TIFF Lightbox in Toronto. Nick skillfully guided this collaboration.
He facilitated the needs of the artist’s concept and technical vision, managed the
administrative needs of TIFF, and co-lead with me and a colleague at Ryerson a group of
25 undergraduate students through a process of material and electronic exploration as
well as fabrication solutions for this interactive piece. The work came to life because of
Nick’s extraordinary passion and vision; it afforded our students an opportunity to work
on a scale beyond typical assignments and was installed and celebrated by more than
60,000 visitors at TIFF and our very proud program.

Nick is a passionate thinker and deeply committed designer. He is open to feedback and
responds well to challenges and criticisms offered by faculty. He shifts fluidly between
individual and team contexts. I am confident that Nick would make an inspirational
addition to his cohort. I believe that your programme at Malmo University will be an
excellent fit for Nick’s passions and that he will make a significant contribution to your
program.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Steve Daniels
New Media Program
RTA School of Media, FCAD
Ryerson University
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
steve.daniels@ryerson.ca

Dec 15, 2015
Dear Sir/Ms,
I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Nick Pagee towards graduate studies at the Malmö
University Interaction Design Master’s Programme.
As the director of the Semaphore Research Cluster and Critical Making lab I have had the pleasure of
collaborating with Nick over five years and can attest he is a strong fit for advanced studies in HCI. In
2011, I invited Pagee (who at that time was acting as the lead interactive media consultant for TIFF) to join
the advisory committee for our Designing Digital Media for the Internet of Things Consortium, led by
myself, as part of the University of Toronto Critical Making Lab. Nick showed an astute grasp of the
creative and technological potentials of IoT concepts, and this group benefited from his involvement,
industry connections, and furthermore welcomed his creative approach to problem solving in our
brainstorming sessions.
As a designer and artist, Pagee also made use of the Critical Making Lab space, attending and assisting
Internet of Things workshops, as well as building his own projects, including Spray It Forward (2011), a
networked kinetic art piece and response to the Occupy Wall Street movement. Here Pagee proved himself
a natural at studio and lab centric studies; testing his ideas through apt use of an array of digital fabrication
tools including 3D printers, laser cutters, electronics tools, computer programming environments and
various material explorations.
Having collaborated with Pagee on the conceptual development and pitches of two large projects that
received funding in the half-million dollar range, (TIFF Nexus, and David Cronenberg Mind Body Change
interactive experience), I can attest Nick possesses a strong talent for generating timely and interesting
ideas whilst balancing them against the needs of diverse industry stakeholders and technological
constraints.
Here at the Critical Making Lab, collaboration and learning by doing are fundamental parts of the vision
and methods of the Semaphore Lab, and Pagee has remained welcome in our space by being exemplary in
both categories. I enthusiastically endorse Nick’s application for continued studies in interaction design and
would be happy to answer any questions regarding the above.

Regards,

Matt Ratto
Director, Semaphore Research Cluster
Associate Professor
Faculty of Information
University of Toronto

Claude'T.'Bissell'Building,'140'St.'George'Street,Toronto,'Ontario,'M5S'3G6'Canada'www.ischool.utoronto.ca''

December 30th, 2015
Dear Sir/Madam,
By way of introduction, my name is Theodore Watson, Co-Founder and Principal of Design I/O, a creative studio
specializing in the design and development of cutting edge, immersive, interactive installations. We develop installations
for museums, exhibitions and public spaces and specialize in creating engaging, meaningful interactions with the public.
With more than 15 years experience in interactive media, our projects have been exhibited in the Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA), Tate Modern, Ars Electronica Center, Singapore Art Museum, New York Hall of Science, TIFF, Cinekid, Res Fest
and Museum N8 Amsterdam.
Playfulness is a driver in our creative process and finished works, and it is with this in mind that I am pleased to endorse
Nick Pagee’s application to the Malmö University Interaction Design Master’s Programme. Our studio maintains close
connections with peers at many leading academic institutions and media labs in North America and Europe and we
discussed many options with Nick, but we agree with him that the focus at Malmö on gameplay and ludic interactions
complement his creative motivations, professional experience and abilities.
We have had the pleasure of working with Nick on several commissions over the past five years, and as a result of this
we routinely refer our peers and colleagues to him for his exemplary ability to envision and fine-tune memorable, magical
experiences. Pagee is also a skilled and disciplined interactive media designer in his own right and we are excited by the
potential of his decision to focus on and specialize in IxD, especially in a setting and community like yours.
Please accept this letter of support as our assurance that Nick is a perfect match for this program and will be a valuable
contributor in the studio, classroom and Malmö University community.

Sincerely,

Theodore Watson,
co-founder, Design IO LLC

Design I/O LLC - 37 Dimick St #3, Somerville MA, 02143 – http://design-io.com – hello@design-io.com

Hey, we are Tangible Interaction.
We make magic real.

To Whom This May Concern,
DECEMBER 22
2015

As introduction, my name is Alex Beim, artist, creative director and founder of Tangible
Interaction, an experiential design firm. My interactive installations have been enjoyed by
millions of people around the world, and have been used extensively in festivals and by bands
such as Arcade Fire, Coldplay, and our team has designed and built interactive installations for
the Olympics, Chanel and other large brands, including Virgin, MTV and Lexus. Our creations
have been featured extensively in the press, including in The New York Times, Huffington Post,
Make and IDN Magazine.
I am thrilled to offer this letter of support for Nick Pagee in his application to the Malmö
University Interaction Design Master’s Programme. I have collaborated directly with him on
several commissions through his curatorial work for TIFF, and I cannot imagine a more natural fit
for an Interaction Design Masters Programme. Nick would be a most welcome addition at our
studio even without this programme as he is already a talented interaction designer who has a
deep and intuitive understanding for what people need out of interactive media and the things
that make for ‘magical’ experiences. Nick has told me of his admiration for the Malmö IxD
programme for its focus on playfulness; again, you could not find a better-suited student for this
as Nick is admired internationally in his niche field for his dedication to instigating playful – yet
technologically sophisticated – experiences.
Please accept this letter as my endorsement of Pagee’s fit for your programme, I have no doubt
it would be a launching pad into a sure-to-be successful career in interaction design.
Sincerely

Alex Beim
Founder/Creative Director
Tangible Interaction

We are based at 304–1000 Parker Street Vancouver BC—V6A 2H2—Canada. Call us
+1 604 484 5524, tweet @tangibleint or write an email info@tangibleinteraction.com.

